REPORT ON A ONE DAY CITIZENS DIALOGUE ON GOMBE STATE 2022 BUDGET
CONDUCTED BY MINISTRY OF FINANCE IN COLLABORATION WITH BUDGET,
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNER COORDINATION OFFICE ON
THURSDAY, 04™ NOVEMBER, 2021 AT THE COLLEGE OF NURSING AND
MIDWIFERY HALL GOMBE, GOMBE STATE.

The Citizen engagement is a forum where representatives of the general
Public and non-governmental organization, such as civil society organization,
peoples living with Disabilities, Women and Youth organization, Religious and
Traditional rulers, Social media groups etc. converge with other stakeholders to
discuss about the programmes/projects as well as activities that need to be
reflected in the annual budget which will represent the interest of the general
public.

The Budget Dialogue was meant to adhere the following:

a. Create platform to educate and enlighten the general public on the process
and procedures of budgeting.

b. Give citizens the opportunity to participate in budget preparation,
governance and make inputs into 2022 Annual Budget.

c. To ensure that when the 2022 budget is passed by the State House of
Assembly and assented to by the Executive Governor, it can be said to be
owned by the citizens of the state as a Peoples’ Budget.

The 2022 Citizens Dialogue:

The 2022 citizen dialogue took place on Thursday 04 November, 2021 at
the college of Nursing and midwifery Hall, Gombe. It was organized by the Ministry
of Finance (MoF) in collaboration with the Budget, planning and Development
Partner Coordination office (BP&DPCO).

In Gombe State, the citizens’ engagement dialogue with respect to budget
preparation process started in 2019 where inputs from citizens continue to form
part of the annual budget. The feedback received by the Budget, planning and
Development Partner Coordination Office on the conduct of the dialogue was that
the general public was impressed with their involvement in the State budget
preparation process.

Welcome Remarks:

In his welcome remarks, the special adviser on the budget, planning and
Development Partners coordination office, Dr. Ishiyaku Musa Mohammed, thanked
the Executive Governor for taking time from his busy schedules to attend the



consultation meeting. He also welcomed all guests including representatives of the
Civil Society, Royal fathers, Traditional and Religious leaders, Businessmen,
Businesswomen and youth groups while wishing all a memorable and fruitful

dialogue meeting.

THE SPECIAL ADVISER MAKING HIS WELCOME ADDRESS

Goodwill Messages:

First to deliver goodwill message is the Honorable Commissioner Ministry
of Finance and Economic Development, Mal. Muhammadu Gambo Magaji, stressed
that in compliance with the provision of the 1999 Constitution as amended, Section
121 sub-section 1 & 2, confers on the Governor the responsibility to prepare and
submit to the Honourable House of Assembly at any time before the beginning of
each Financial Year, an appropriation bill, which contains details of expected
revenue and expenditure for the coming year.



HON. COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE MAKING HIS SPEACH

This provision is talking about the preparation of Annual Budgets. As a new norm, it
is expected that the citizens should actively participate and be involved in budget
processes which has become a global best practice. He said that Budgets are tools
that the government employs to drive economic policies aimed at uplifting the living
standards of the society by mitigating disparity, providing infrastructure, Education,
Health and Housing facilities. He therefore assures the participants that Gombe
State government will give priority attention to the inputs made in this meeting with
a view to ensuring that what people want is in the 2022 budget.

HON. BABA MANU DELIVERING HIS GOODWILL MESSAGE



In this message, the Chairman House Committee on Appropriation of the
Gombe State House of Assembly, Honourable Aliyu Baba Manu noted that the
process is in line with global best practice to increase government openness through
Citizens Engagement for the purpose of generating more ideas and providing a
platform for citizens to be part of annual budget process where communities have

the opportunity to suggest their project needs for inclusion in the budget.

RT. HON. SPEAKER, MAKING HIS GOODWILL MESSAGE

In the same vain, The Speaker, Gombe State House of Assembly Rt. Hon.
Muhammad Abubakar Luggerewo expressed that he is delighted to be given the
opportunity to speak during this all important consultative meeting on the 2022
budget where the representation of the general public and non-governmental
organizations and key stakeholders meet to discuss issues that need to be reflected
in the 2022 budget of the state. He therefore urged all to participate actively and
contribute meaningfully towards achieving our collective desire of moving the State
forward. He also gave the assurance that all the inputs forwarded by the citizens will
be looked into and captured to produce a people centered budget aimed at
addressing the yearnings of the citizens.

He urged all participants to feel free to participate and contribute to moving Gombe
state to greater heights.



Opening Remarks
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HIS EXCELLENCY, GOVERNOR MUHAMMADU INUWA YAHAYA, DELIVERING HIS OPENNING REMARKS

The Executive Governor, Alhaji Muhammadu Inuwa Yahaya started by
welcoming all participants to yet another consultative meeting on the preparation
of 2022 Budget. He stated that citizens’ engagement is a forum where
representatives of the general public, non-governmental organization (NGOs),
traditional/religious leaders, women/youths groups, etc comes together with others
stakeholders to discuss about projects that need to be included in the State annual
budget which will represent the interest of the general public. He expressed his
happiness with the turn out which clearly buttressed the interest and seriousness
exhibited by the citizens to be part of the moving train that is working to transform
Gombe State to be first among its peers. He assured the participants that his
administration is ever ready to accept the views of the public and execute people
oriented projects. He promised to keep the tempo going by providing necessary
platforms for citizens to express their views on government projects and
programmes aimed enhancing their living conditions.

He stressed the need for the participants to pay adequate attention to all issues
being discussed and to freely participate and contribute towards moving the state
forward.

While declaring the meeting open, the Governor wished for a fruitful deliberation
and prayed God to return all participants safely to their various destinations.



THE HIGH TABLE VIEW

SECTION VIEW OF PARTICIPANTS



Highlights of Some of the Request for Inclusion into the 2022 Budgets

A Public Affairs Analyst, Alhaji Umar Gurama solicited the government to

establish farm houses across all local governments areas in the state in order

to engage our teaming youths into Agriculture particularly in the area of
onions, Sesame, Beans, Soya Beans farming.

- He also called on the government to continue the construction of the 110km
roads across the eleven (11) Local Government Areas.

- Vice President NUJ zone (6) North East, Alhassan Yahaya, appreciates the
effort of the organizers of the event and urged government to seriously look
into the issue of malnutrition among our children.

- He then appeals for the construction of at least one specialist hospital in each
of the 3 senatorial zones while urging for the construction of a state
secretariat to house all MDAs.

- A representative of National Youths Council of Nigeria (NYCN), Albdulazeez
Sani Labaran, pleaded for the completion of the Muhammadu Buhari
Industrial Park where thousands of our youths will get job opportunities.

- Association of NGOs representative, Madam Gloria Usman, appeals to the

state House of Assembly to domesticate and passes the child right Act and

also for the government to find a lasting solution to children roaming the

street.

- A CROSS SECTION OF THE PARTICIPANTS

- Ms Usman also call on the government to increase funding to i.e women
empowerment programme/schemes especially through Agriculture.

- Representatives of peoples living with Disabilities (PLWDs) Ms Halima Mahdi
and Bala Jibrin both mentioned that illiteracy is one of their major problems



in our society especially among the poor and vulnerable, he therefore, called
on the government to provide scholarship to children of the poor and
vulnerable from Primary to Tertiary Institutions to enable them attend
schools.

They then asked for the creation of at least one physically challenged school
in each of the 3 senatorial zones, and the provision of teaching materials and
create friendly environment to their members for better access to education.
They also urged government to make education free for all girls and to be
providing free sanitary materials to all girls’ schools across the state as done
in the past.

The District Head of Jessu, appealed for the government support to computer

literacy in our schools.

ANOTHER CROSS SECTION OF PARTICIPANTS

He suggested among others, the procurement of Agricultural inputs and
subsidies to farmers at an affordable price,

The construction of more rural roads, particularly in the hard to reach area
across the state, which will boost economic activities as well as increase the
revenue generation,

The provision of portable drinking water in some villages,

The recruitment and posting of primary school teachers and;

Similarly, the District head of Deba solicited for more security outposts and
surveillance for prompt intervention into the feud between Farmers and
Herdsmen especially in Yalmatu/Deba and also urged the government to
partner with donor agency for the control of erosion in Deba and its environs.



Closing Remarks

The Honorable Commissioner Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development, Mal. Muhammadu Gambo Magaji while delivering his closing remark,
thanked each and every one that participated and contributed towards achieving
the successful conduct of the 2022 Citizens Budget Engagement. He gave the
assurance that all inputs forwarded by the citizens will be looked into with a view to
addressing them. He wished all journey mercies back to their destinations.
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ABUBAKAR DAUDA GADAM IBRAHIM YUSUF
Secretary NGO Coalition Chairman

























